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against his reasoned arguments. It was too much to expect
that an autocratic Government would immediately change
their ways because of the controversy, specially when the
policies they followed were derived from vested interests
which they could not entirely resist. The process of change
had, however, been set in motion, and this process was
helped by the body of public opinion, mainly in India but
to a limited extent even in England, which the controversy
helped to create. The rulers of India could no longer take
Indian public opinion for granted. They had also to take
note of the awareness of the true facts of the British public,
not definitely committed to vested interests Ignorance and
indifference are the best allies of autocracy, for autocracy
thrives best when the public are unaware of the facts and
apathetic to their policies. The controversy in so far as it
dispelled both ignorance and apathy in respect of this Im-
portant question of Land Revenue certainly contributed to
a progressively more equitable solution of this problem.

V

In December 1902, Romesh Dutt visited Delhi to wit-
ness the Durbar held by Lord Curzon to celebrate the acces-
sion of King Edward VII to the British throne. A magni-
ficent spectacle was organised, but to a sensitive person
like Romesh Dutt it held no charm. "The spectacle has
not satisfied or impressed the people of India," he wrote.
" 'What has been conceded to us v asked the people, and
people are not satisfied with a remission of interest upon
loans to Native States, and a vague promise of financial re-
lief in the indefinite future."

The Delhi Durbar provided an opportunity to review
the history of British administration in India. In a letter
to the Daily News he referred to the period between 1858
and 1877 as the age of Peace, Retrenclnnent and Reform.